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Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 
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t  of  Agriculture 


September  6,  1957 
Letter    No.  785 


It  seems  to  us,  viewed  radio  and  television  program-wise,  one  of  the 
significant  developments  here  this  week  is  President  Eisenhower's  proclamation 
of  the  week  of  November  22-28  as  Farm-City  Week.    No  doubt  NATRFD  President 
Jack  Timmons  has  already  called  your  attention  to  the  importance  of  this  obser- 
vance.   We  have  a  packet  of  ideas  from  him  about  it,  and  are  glad  to  second 
his  motion  to  get  busy  now  to  give  Farm-City  Week  the  full  treatment. 

Who  is  to  have  Water? 

One  of  the  big  mutual  problems  of  farm  and  city  folks  is  this  matter  of 
conservation  of  water  and  land.    As  Assistant  Secretary  Peterson  pointed  out, 
in  that  talk  to  the  Soil  Conservation  Society  of  America  we  called  to  your 
attention  last  week,  "Water  is  our  number  one  resource  problem".    He  congratu- 
lated that  meeting  for  making  water  its  theme.    Water  is  life.    We  have  reached 
the  point  in  our  development  as  a  nation  where  a  paramount  question  is  who  is 
to  have  water  and  how  much?    How  much  water  does  industry  need?    How  much  do 
cities  need?    How  much  do  farmers  and  ranchers  need?    Because  water  management 
and  land  management  are  inseparable,  the  new  1957  USDA  Yearbook  "Soil",  coming 
out  soon,  may  also  serve  as  a  good  source  book  for  ideas  on  some  of  the  mutual 
land  and  water  problems  of  farms  and  cities. 


Teddy  and  Smokey 


Of  course,  the  radio-television  tie-in  with  better  use  of  land  and  water 
without  waste  is  much  more  than  just  a  program  prospect  for  Farm-City  Week. 
Smokey  Bear  and  other  conservation  "leaders",  seem  likely  to  get  more  attention 
than  ever  before  throughout  the  rest  of  this  year  and  most  of  next,  for  even 
before  Farm-City  Week  will  come  the  launching  of  the  centennial  celebration  of 
the  birth  of  one  of  the  most  outspoken  spokensmen  for  conservation,  Theodore, 
(Teddy)  Roosevelt  (1858-I958)  which  starts  this  October  27,  1957-  Agricul- 
turally speaking,  that's  likely  to  be  a  conservation,  forestry,  and  wild  life 
celebration.    After  his  two  years  as  a  ranchman  in  North  Dakota,  T.R.  had  a 
real  first-hand  appreciation  of  reclamation  and  conservation.    When  he  became 
President  in  1901,  the  first  work  he  took  up  was  reclamation,  wildlife  preserva- 
tion, and  forest  and  water  conservation.    He  put  Forestry  in  USDA,  established 
the  Forest  Service  as  we  know  it,  and  set  aside  many  of  the  big  forest  reserves. 
In  1909>  he  proposed  that  "All  nations  should  join  together  in  conference  on 
the  subject  of  world  resources,  and  their  inventorv,  ^d  «tt3 1 7.r»-tion.rr 

So,  beginning  -this  fall,  farm  broad  oast wo  seem,  likely  to  find  plenty  of  tie-ins 
with  the  generaJ  audieuc-e  011  water  and  land  use  and  T.R.'s  "vigor  of  life." 
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More  Power  in  the  Workshop 

Fred  Strong ,  deputy  REA  administrator,  who  will  serve  as  non- voting 
chairman  of  the  fourth  annual  National  Power  Use  Workshop  in  Denver,  Sept.  29, 
30  and  Oct.  1,  expects  plenty  of  interesting  and  useful  program  material  at 
the  meeting.    Talks  and  discussions  will  deal  with  latest  developments  in  farm 
and  home  electrical  equipment.    There  will  also  "be  displays  of  new  electric 
products  and  techniques.    This  Workshop- Conference  is  sponsored  "by  the  Inter- 
Industry  Farm  Electric  Utilization  Council,  made  up  of  representatives  of  power 
companies  and  rural  electric  co-ops.    Among  the  500  slated  to  attend  will  be 
delegates  from  state  ag.  colleges  and  departments  of  agriculture,  as  well  as 
representatives  of  the  companies  and  co-ops,  equipment  manufacturers,  and  others. 

Beeper  Interviews  (Beep)  on  Farm  Programs 

Tom  Templeton,  KHQ  and  KHQ-TV,  Spokane,  has  a  "beeper  phone  interview 
feature  on  his  daily  farm  program  ("beep)  which  covers  20  counties  in  three 
states.    It  has  worked  so  well  with  Tom  ("beep)  that  he  suggests  others  give 
it  a  try.    Just  about  every  day  ("beep)  he  makes  a  beeper  recording  of  one  or 
two  minutes  with  a  county  agent  reporting  on  current  (beep)  crop  conditions, 
h-K  news  or  whatever  is  current  and  important.    While  county  agents  are  the 
backbone  of  his  beeper  feature,  of  course  he  covers  other  (beep)  newsworthy 
events  by  beeper,  including  the  state  ag.  colleges  of  Oregon,  Idaho  and 
Washington.    He  had  (beep)  covered  other  parts  of  the  country  by  this  beeper 
set-up.    Tom  says  he  knows  beeper  interviews  are  used  now  and  then  by  others, 
but  he  (beep)  makes  them  a  regular  daily  feature.    The  "beep"  tone  on 
recorded  telephone  conversation  is  (beep)  required  by  tariffs  filed  with  the 
FCC  by  most  telephone  companies. 

Tait  to  Tape  County  Agent  Meet 

Ext.  Elton  Tait,  Perm  State  U. ,  reports  that  he  will  help  tape  the 
National  Association  of  County  Agricultural  Agents  meeting  in  Boston,  Oct. 
13  to  17.    They  expect  to  have  tapes  for  use  by  either  county  agents  or  RFDs 
including  No.  1  -  A  tape  summary  of  the  convention,  No.  2  -  A  series  of 
interviews  with  Sec'y  Benson,  Ext.  Adm'r  Ferguson,  American  Farm  Bureau 
president  Charles  Shuman,  and  Senator  Kennedy  of  Mass.  -  all  of  whom  speak  at 
the  convention.    No.  3  -  tape  recorders  for  use  by  RFDs  and  agents  who  come 
to  the  convention  and  make  their  own  shows  maybe  interviewing  agents  from 
other  sections  of  the  country.    Elton  says  if  RFDs  will  send  their  blank 
tapes  to  him  in  care  of  Sheraton  Plaza  Hotel,  Boston,  Mass.,  by  October  13, 
he  will  be  glad  to  give  them  convention  coverage  on  any  of  the  interviews. 
Also,  he  says  they  will  have  facilities  for  RFDs  who  come  to  the  convention 
in  person  to  do  any  kind  of  tape  work  you  care  to  do.    Good  work,  Elton,  for 
Tait's  taped  tete-a-tete s. 

Farm  Radio  and  TV  Across  the  Sea 

Vol.  2,  No.  3  of  "Farm  Radio  News",  the  quarterly  news  organ  of  the 
European  Farm  Radio  and  Television  Association  has  reached  our  desk.  It 
gives  indication  that  EFRTA  is  fast  becoming  an  agency  for  improvement  of  farm 
broadcasting  in  Europe  as  NATRFD  has  in  the  U.S.    Hilary  Phillips,  of  BBC -TV's 
farm  program,  edits  this  interesting  publication,  which  is  translated  into 
French,  German  and  Italian  with  a  duplicating  assist  from  FAO,  Rome.  Treasurer 
Raymond  Cherrier,  Radio  France,  reports  that       copies  of  the  French  language 
edition  were  distributed  to  7  organizations  which  have  become  members.  Wolf 
von  Tucher,  Bavarian  Network,  writes  an  interesting  account  of  how  he  spent 
several  days  in  snow- covered  mountains  making  his  first  TV  film.    Other  articles 
are  authored  by  James  Thorburn,  BBC's  West  Region  and  Renato  Vertunni,  Radio 
Italy.    Our  blessings  and  best  wishes  to  EFRTA.    With  many  languages,  currencies, 
and  boundaries  to  cope  with,  its  problems  are  vastly  greater  than  those  of  NATRFD. 


Oldest  Sponsored  Farm  Program 
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Two  more  precincts  have  "been  heard  from,  in  answer  to  our  request  of 
August  23  for  candidates  for  the  oldest  sponsored  farm  show,  and  also  the  one 
with  the  longest  tenure  with  a  single  sponsor.    Herb  Plambeck,  WHO,  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  reports  WHO  Farm  News  heard  6:30  to  6:^5  each  morning  has  been  sponsored 
continuously  since  early  September  1936  -  21  years  that  is  -  but  not  all  that 
time  by  the  same  individual  or  firm.    In  the  latter  category  he  offers  as 
their  Farm  Department's  oldest  sponsor,  the  DeKalb  Agricultural  Association, 
which  has  sponsored  them  for  a  mere  20  years  now.    It  carries  the  12  to  12:15 
noon  farm  news  and  markets.    Herb  says  they  have  quite  a  number  of  other 

sponsors  who  have  been  with  them  for  ten  years  or  more  Ben  Leonard, 

WFBC,  manager  of  the  Greenville  (S.C.)  Farmers  Wholesale  Market,  submits  his 
record  of  which  he  is  proud,  although  he  says  he  is  sure  it  is  not  tops.  Ben 
began  broadcasting  Farm  Market  News  in  March  '52  and  since  October  '52  his 
6:30  a.m.  program  has  been  sponsored  by  a  local  implement  and  livestock  company, 
which  also  conducts  a  weekly  livestock  auction  that  Ben  broadcasts.    He  has 
had  two  daily  programs  Monday  through  Friday  since  '52  and  has  one  TV  program 
each  Saturday  giving  farm  market  prices  to  the  listeners  in  upper  part  of 
South  Carolina  and  North  Carolina. 

USDA  Researchers  Photograph  F£M  Virus 

(For  PM  Release  Monday  Sept.  9)  USDA's  Plum  Island  Animal  Disease  Lab 
scientists  have  now  taken  the  picture  of  an  animal  virus  even  smaller  than  the 
polio  virus.    They  have  purified,  isolated,  and  photographed  the  foot-and- 
mouth  disease  virus,  a  spherical  shaped  virus  about  one-millionth  of  an  inch 
in  diameter.    They  expect  these  new  findings  to  speed  the  development  of 
effective  ways  to  fight  this  highly  important  livestock  disease  throughout 
the  world.    Dr.  H.  L.  Bachrach  and  S.S.  Breese,  report  this  accomplishment 
Monday  to  the  fall  meeting  of  the  Electron  Microscope  Society  of  America  at 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Timely  Tapes  for  Your  Use 

Send  blank  tape  and  order  by  name  and  number: 

8A9T    "The  Cattle  Cycle"    Jack  Towers  interviews  Harold  Ereimyer  on  what  the 
cattle  cycle  means  to  producers  and  consumers.    Time  -  ^:08 

7097    "Compulsory  Poultry  Inspection  Law"    Hermon  Miller,  AMS,  explains  the 
new  law.       Time  -  1:55 

8Q97    "1958  Conservation  Reserve"    Tom  Hamilton  gives  a  statement  explaining 
the  changes  in  the  new  program.      Time  1:21 

9Q57    "New  Law  Permits  Raising  30  Acres  of  Wheat  Without  Acreage  Allotment" 
Larry  Manwaring,  CSS,  explains  changes  in  the  law.       Time  -  1:20 

Witchweed  Quarantine  in  Force  Today 

Today  Sept.  6  a  witchweed  quarantine  was  set  up  by  USDA  to  try  to  stop 
the  spread  of  that  deceptive  pretty- looking  little  plant  parasite  which  has 
almost  invisible  seed  and  its  roots  attach  themselves  to  the  roots  of  corn 
and  other  important  crops  and  suck  out  their  life  underground.    One  county, 
ih  localities  and  19  individual  premises  in  North  Carolina  and  South  Carolina 
have  now  been  put  under  quarantine  regulation.    By  its  very  nature,  witchweed 
is  potentially  highly  destructive. 
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On  the  Nets  Sept.  9-lk 

Over  NBC  on  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour:    Milt  Bliss  caught  us  last  week 
putting  the  wrong  mc  "broadcasting  the  Water  Situation  tomorrow  from  the  wrong 
place.    Our  apologies  to  Henry  Schacht,  KNBC,  San  Francisco,  who  will  really 

do  that  job  from  Asilomar,  Cal  Next  week,  Sept.  Ik,  NFHH  will  have 

Cal  Karnstedt,  KSTP,  St.  Paul,  reporting  on  the  National  Barrow  Show 
Highlights  from  Austin,  Minn.;  Jim  Chapman,  Ohio  State,  giving  the  highlights 
of  the  National  Home  Pern.  Council  Meeting;  and  Bill  Alford,  WLW,  Cincinnati, 
pre senting  a  preview  of  the  World's  Conservation  Exposition  and  Plowing  Matches 
at  Peebles,  Ohio. 

Over  ABN  Sept.  Ik,  Bert  Hutchison  talks  with  Dr.  R.  D.  Plowman,  ARS,  on 
the  American  Farm  News,  about  the  New  Butterfat  Champion  Crowned  at  Beltsville. 
BDI  Algodo  Olive  has  topped  the  previous  butterfat  record  of  U.S.  Holstein  cows 
by  12  percent. 

The  USDA  TV  Package  Service  will  issue  its  Beltsville  Newsreel  No.  10 
next  week  showing  the  use  of  dry  powdered  whey  in  making  better  candy,  the  new 
"global  spread"  for  bread  which  was  developed  for  the  ARMY  for  use  in  both  hot 
and  cold  climates,  a  new  enamel  paint  for  metal  that  will  bend  without  cracking, 
and  experiments  in  weather-proofing  cotton.  .  .  .Another  USDA  TV  Package  next 
week  will  show  in  still  pictures  the  Market  Reporting  and  Grading  of  Fruits  and 
Vegetables. 

"Sweetheart  of  the  Show  Barn" 

Carl  Meyerdirk,  KV00,  Tulsa,  who  does  such  a  vigorous  "Virginia  Reel"  at 
k-E  camps  he  gets  a  broken  arm,  reports  the  Golden  Anniversary  Tulsa  State 
Fair  this  fall  will  be  bigger  than  ever.    As  one  feature,  judges  will  choose 
the  bovine  beauty  with  the  most  beautiful  eyes,  as  "Sweetheart  of  the  Show 
Barn."    Under  the  rules,  eye  lashes  may  be  beautified  -  curled,  mascara-ed  or 
dyed  -  but  no  artificial  methods  can  be  used  to  make  the  entry's  eyes  water 
or  flutter  to  influence  the  judge.    Only  dairy  cows  are  eligible  and  the  owner 
must  agree  to  make  the  "sweetheart"  available  for  interviews  and  public 
appearances  for  one  year  after  the  contest.    Carl,  by  the  way,  has  been  playing 
host  for  a  month  to  Miss  Thetis  Frant^i,  an  old  friend  of  ours  from  Radio 
Salonika,  Greece.    Nice  work  if  you  can  get  it. 

Moos  Woo  Seyler  -  Levering  in  Saddle  -  Nichols  in  Bank 

Wes  Seyler,  v. p.  of  NATRFD,  who  will  continue  to  function  in  that  position 
on  thru  the  convention  at  Chicago,  resigned  last  Sunday  as  farm  director  of  WIBW 
Topeka,  to  become  Oklahoma's  State  Director  of  the  American  Dairy  Ass'n, 
succeeding  Sandy  Saunders  (one-time  WKY  farm  director)  who  moves  up  to  regional 
ADA  director.    The  Seylers  will  move  to  Oklahoma  City  Sept.  16.    Saunders  will 
cover  six  states  from  there.    Meanwhile,  Wilbur  Levering,  Seyler !s  top  ass't 
at  WIBW  moves  up  to  the  farm  directorship  on  radio  and  TV.    Dick  Nichols,  also 
of  WIBW  farm  staff,  this  week  takes  over  a  new  post  as  ag.  representative  of 
the  First  Nat'l  Bank  and  Trust  Co.  in  Hutchinson,  Kans.    Dick,  by  the  way,  was 
one  of  the  six  finalists  at  the  Int'l  Toastmasters  Ass'n  conclave  in  Dallas, 
recently.    Wilbur,  we  understand,  may  be  hiring  an  assistant.    Let  us  hear  from 

you  old  boy  It's  now  official,  we're  an  accredited  member  of  one  of 

the  most  ancient  and  benef icient  orders  having  to  do  with  the  transportation 
of  male  bovine s  and  have  a  certificate  to  prove  it,  duly  signed  and  sealed  by 
Charlie  Rankin,  KRGV,  Weslaco,  Texas.    For  the  uninitiated,  it's  one  of  those 
tongue-in-cheek  goodwill  gimmicks  which  abound  in  the  Lone  Star  State. 

Sincerely, 


— ^Laypfe  Beaty,  Chief  / 

Radio  &  Television  Service 
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«•  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
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September  13,  1957 
Letter  No.  786 


This  week  our  Crop  Reporting  Board  estimated  total  crop  prospects  as 
likely  to  make  production  in  this  country  this  year  the  third  largest  on  record. 
Cotton,  sorghum  grain,  corn  and  soybeans  made  important  gains  during  the  past 
month.    Spring  wheat,  rice,  hay,  peanuts,  tobacco,  dry  peas,  sugar  cane  and 
sugar  beets  also  made  small-to- sizable  advances.    The  decrease  in  pasture  feed 
condition  in  August  still  left  the  pastures  the  best  in  six  years  and  a  little 
above  average  in  most  sections  of  the  country.    The  Board  estimated  sorghum 
for  grain  almost  double  the  previous  record  set  in  '55*    It  says  another 
record  crop  of  soybeans  is  in  prospect  -  just  a  little  more  than  last  year  but 
70  percent  above  the  10-year  average.    Production  of  fall  vegetables  this  year 
will  run  smaller  than  last  year.    Per  acre  yield,  figuring  all  crops  together, 
seems  likely  to  be  up  from  last  year's  yield,  which  was  the  record. 

New  Soil  and  Water  Research  Labs 

For  research  aimed  at  conserving  soil  and  water,  Congress  provided  for 
new  labs  at  Oxford,  Miss.,  Watkinsville,  Ga.,  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  and  Morris, 
Minn.    Our  Research  Service  will  do  the  work.    For  better  ion der standing  of 
sedimentation  problems  posed  by  erodable  hill  soils,  Congress  directed  the 
U.S.  Sedimentation  Research  Laboratory  in  the  Yazoo  River  watershed  at  Oxford 
to  study  the  ways  sediment  is  carried  by  water  in  that  soil.    It  directed  the 
Southern  Piedmont  Conservation  Field  Station  researchers  at  Watkinsville  to 
try  to  work  out  systems  of  soil  management  to  minimize  serious  erosion  and 
run-off  problems  in  Piedmont  soils.    And  in  the  irrigated  valleys  of  the  arid 
Southwest,  at  the  Southwestern  Soil  and  Water  Research  Laboratory  at  Phoenix, 
it  provided  for  a  concentration  on  the  problems  of  efficient  use  of  irrigation 
water.    The  researchers  at  the  North  Central  Conservation  Field  Station  in 
Morris  are  to  center  their  work  on  developing  soil  and  water  management  systems 
to  minimize  erosion  and  run-off  on  a  vast  area  of  soils  in  that  part  of  the 
country.  .  .  .Congress  also  provided  for  a  wool  pilot-plant  in  Albany,  Calif., 
to  evaluate  new  treatments  and  finishes  for  wool  on  a  larger- than- laboratory 
scale.    There  researchers  will  work  on  all  stages  of  wool  manufacture  -  from 
grease  wool  to  woven  fabrics. 


Soil  Bank  '58  Wheat  Acreage  Reserve  Sign-Up  so  far  amounts  to  over  a  million 
acres  of  winter  wheat  "allotment"  landl    This  sign-up  started  August  26  and 
will  close  Oct.  k.    Through  a  comparable  period  a  year  ago,  2,^5^,000  acres 
had  been  offered.    USDA  today  issued  a  breakdown  by  States  showing  number  of 
agreements  signed,  the  acreage  covered,  amount  of  payments  committed,  etc., 
compared  with  last  year. 
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Better  Ag.  Weather  Forecast  in  SA 

Jim  Beall  (pronounced  Bell  as  in  "bellweather" )  head  of  the  U.S.  Weather 
Bureau's  public  and  agricultural  forecasts  section,  is  off  to  Bolivia  for  two 
years  to  help  that  country  develop  a  veather  forecasting  and  reporting  service. 
He'll  be  working  for  the  food  and  agriculture  division  of  the  Int'l  Co-Op 
Adm'n.    Farm  broadcasters  here  will  miss  Jim  and  his  cigar.    During  the  past 
four  years  he  has  become  known  far  and  wide  in  his  work  to  encourage,  improve 
and  extend  agricultural  weather  forecasting.    Under  WB  Chief  F.  W.  Reichelderfer, 
and  with  the  help  of  farm  broadcasters,  Jim  has  caused  some  things  to  be  started 
around  the  country  which  have  brought  better  weather  reporting  with  agriculture 
in  mind.    He  expects  Harry  Swift  and  Don  Springer,  two  ag.  meteorologists  on 
his  staff,  will  carry  on  here  while  he's  gone.  .  .We  first  ran  into  Jim  in  Greece 
in  '51  where  he  was  on  WB  loan  for  two  years  to  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Admin, 
helping  Greeks  step  up  their  forecasting  services.    Good  luck,  and  hurry  backl 

More  Long-Sponsored  Programs 

Noticing  that  Herb  Plambeck,  WHO,  Des  Moines,  la. ,  has  been  on  radio  21 
years,  "Farmer"  Cliff  Gray,  WSPA,  Spartanburg,  S.C,  raises  him  with  a  claim  of 
28  there  and  in  Lancaster,  Pa.    One  of  Cliff's  present  sponsors,  a  motor  company, 

has  been  with  him  for  17  years  continuously  at  12:30  to  1:00  p. m  Howard 

Keddie,  KFSD,  San  Diego,  reports  the  local  gas  and  electric  company  took  over 
sponsorship  of  both  his  farm  shows  on  March  1,  19^7  •    Nine  of  those  years  they 
were  on  KCBQ  and  a  little  over  a  year  now  at  KFSD.  .  *  .Henry  Schacht,  KNBC, 
San  Francisco,  reports  the  oldest  single  sponsor  of  his  "Farmer's  Digest"  is  an 
oil  company  which  has  just  renewed  for  the  12th  straight  year.    The  show  has 
been  on  the  air  with  various  sponsors  for  over  Ik  years,  but  the  oil  company  has 
had  it  all  for  the  last  12.  .  .  .Another  old-timer,  Charley  Stookey,  now  Exp. 
Sta.  Ass't  Ed.  U.  of  Fla.,  missed  being  on  radio  28  years  by  about  three  weeks. 
He  started  in  radio  at  WIS,  Chicago  in  '29.    Later  in  St.  Louis  he  had  one 
sponsor,  a  farm  supply  store  at  National  Stockyards,  111.,  with  him  17  years  — 
and  on  three  stations  -  KMOX,  KXOK,  and  WEW.    They  moved  as  he  moved. 

Promoting  Wider  Use  of  U.S.  Products 

Yesterday  USDA  announced  funds  for  advertising,  promotional,  and  related 
market  development  activities  on  wool  and  lambs  will  be  obtained  through 
deductions  from  1957  wool  payments  made  to  producers  next  summer.    The  rates 
of  these  deductions  are  the  same  as  those  made  from  payments  farmers  and  ranchers 
got  last  year.    They  will  be  1  cent  a  pound  for  shorn  wool  payment,  and  5  cents 
per  100  pounds  of  live  weight  from  unshorn  lamb  payments.  .  .  .To  promote  wider 
use  of  U.S.  soybeans  in  Japan,  the  Department  is  sending  one  of  its  use  and 
development  specialists  to  study  why  the  Japanese  prefer  their  own  or  Chinese 
soybeans  in  manufactured  products  such  as  "tofu"  and  "miso"  which  use  the  whole 
soybean,  not  just  oil  or  meal. 

Who  Will  Win  the  Golden  Plow?    Next  week,  remember,  plowing  champions  from  Ik 
countries  compete  for  the  "Golden  Plow"  award  during  the  World's  Conservation 
Exposition  and  Fifth  World  Plowing  Contests.    This  is  the  first  time  this 
contest  has  ever  been  held  on  American  soil.    National  plowing  contests  will  be 
held  Sept.  17  and  the  world  plowing  matches  Sept.  19-20.    Germany  is  bidding 
for  the  '58  or  sixth  world  plowing  matches.    This  year  the  event  is  at  Peebles, 
Ohio,  and  WLW,  Cincinnati,  will  have  a  special  broadcast  announcing  the  winners. 


-3- 


Sat.  Feb.l  '58  —  Farm  Broadcasting  Day 

NATRFD  prexy  Jack  Timmons,  FB  Day  Committee  chairman  Jack  Jackson, 
Don  Lerch  and  I  met  on  Tuesday  with  NARTB  v.p's  John  Meagher  and  Thad  Brown 
and  public  relations  director  Don  Martin  to  kick-off  plans  for  repeating  and 
improving  on  this  year's  highly  successful  Farm  Broadcasting  Day,  last  Feb.  2. 

Timmons  brought  along  the  fancy  scrap  book  of  1957  FB  Day  mementoes 
prepared  by  committee  vice-chairman  Jack  Tompkins.    This  will  be  on  display 
at  the  NATRFD  meeting  in  Chicago  this  fall,  then  will  be  housed  at  NARTB  head- 
quarters here. 

Next  year's  date  was  set  after  general  agreement  that  Saturday  is  a 
good  day  to  call  public  attention  to  a  good  job  of  service  being  done  by  the 
nation's  farm  radio  and  television  broadcasters.    Saturday  beings  a  break  in 
weekly  radio  and  TV  schedules  which  affords  more  time  for  such  special  doings. 
February  seems  a  good  season  for  FB  Day  in  its  calendrical  relation  to  Christ- 
mas, other  holidays  and  Nat'l  Radio  Week  and  Nat'l  TV  Week. 

Suggestions  for  next  FB  Day  are  needed.    Co-sponsors  are  NATRFD,  NARTB 
and  the  USDA.    Whether  it  should  become  an  annual  event  to  continue  indefinitely 

or  run  only  for  two  or  three  years  is  not  yet  determined  While  in 

Washington  President  Timmons  also  attended  meetings  of  the  Rural  Civil  Defense 
Committee  and  conferred  with  Don  Lerch  on  progress  of  the  NATRFD  sales  promo- 
tion kit,  due  to  be  unveiled  at  the  Chicago  meeting,  Nov.29-Dec.l.    Jack  also 
visited  with  NARTB  President  Harold  Fellows,  and  spent  some  time  in  our  shop 
making  tape  recorded  interviews  with  Department  luminaries  on  timely  topics 
of  interest  to  KWKH's  listeners  in  Ark-La-Tex. 

Rural  Developers  Meet  in  Athens  (Ga) 

Florida,  Georgia,  South  Carolina,  and  Puerto  Rico  Rural  Development 
Committees  will  hold  a  Regional  Conference  at  Athens,  Ga.,  Sept.  25.  You 
are  invited.    Ga.  has  four  counties  in  the  RDProgram,  Fla.  and  S.C.  two  each. 
In  all  there  are  now  25  States  in  the  program,  with  developments  already 
started  on  a  pilot  or  demonstration  basis  in  57  counties  or  areas  of  two  or  more 
counties  each.    Better  farming,  educational  and  vocational  training  opportuni- 
ties for  young  People,  improvement  of  health,  personal  security,  business  and 
industry  development,  and  more  effective  public  services  are  included  in  the 
various  plans.  .  .  .Bruce  Davies,  WLS  Chicago,  advises  us  that  one  of  the  high- 
lights of  their  Farm  Progress  Show  at  Farmer  City,  111.,  Sept  25-26  is  a  farm 

home  especially  designed  for  the  occasion  WGN  says  last  week's  winners 

of  the  '57  Illinois  plowing  matches  will  compete  in  next  week's  national  plow- 
ing matches  at  Peebles,  Ohio.,  Sept .  17-20  Conn.  Ext.  Don  Nelson  will 

have  a  service  of  3-^  min.  taped  statements  on  the  National  Ass'n  of  County 
Agricultural  Agents  in  Boston,  Oct.  13-17 •    Statements  to  include  Gov.  of  Mass., 
Pres.  NACAA,  v.p.  NACAA,  Pres.  U.  of  Mass.,  and  Dir.  U-H  Foundation.    If  you 
want  dubs  let  Don  know  before  Oct.  10. 

Trim  Vegetables  to  Save  Customers  . 

USDA's  marketing  specialists  are  trying  to  cut  down  the  cost  of  marketing 
farm  products.    They  aim  to  narrow  the  spread  between  prices  farmers  get  and 
the  prices  consumers  pay.    They  estimate  losses  of  vegetables  in  marketing 
channels  run  well  over  $200  million  a  year.    To  cut  down  that  loss,  they've 
been  testing  better  ways  of  trimming  corn,  lettuce,  asparagus,  cauliflower, 
cabbage  etc.  in  retail  stores.    In  a  report  out  this  week,  they  indicate  that 
better  ways  of  trimming  can  produce  substantial  savings  in  store  time  and  labor, 
reduce  labor  costs  and  spbilage  and  help  maintain  quality  of  the  produce  longer. 
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You  Send  Tape.  We  Dub 

9A97  "$3,000  Limit  to  Acreage  Reserve  Payments"  .  .  .Willard  'Doc'  Lamphere 

(Lam-Fear),  CSS,  of  the  Soil  Bank  staff,  explains  very  slowly  and  care- 
fully just  how  this  $3>°00  limit  applies.    Tape  to  clear  misunderstanding. 
3:30 

10Q97  A  plug  for  "Federal  Crop  Insurance"  .  .  .  Statement  by  Jack  Towers,  USDA, 
summarizes  the  services  of  Federal  Crop  Insurance  and  where  you  can  find 
out  about  it.    Time:  2:00 

10A97  "A  Butterfat  Champion"  .  .  .  Dairy  researcher  Dr.  Ronald  Plowman,  ARS, 
Beltsville,  tells  about  this  cow  and  illustrates  her  remarkable  milk 
and  butterfat  output.    Time:  1:00 

11A97  "Official  Grades  for  Hay"  ...  Joe  Breslin,  AMS,  discusses  U.S.  hay 
inspection  service  with  Jack  Towers.    Time:  3:35 

On  Other  Outlets  Week  of  Sept.  16-21 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  9:30  to  9:^5  a.m.  EDTj  Sept.  21 

On  ABN  American  Farm  News  and  Featurettes  -  Sept.  21,  11:05-11:15  EDT. 

On  Clear  Channel  stations  Sept.  21  weekend  "Report  from  the  World  Plowing 
Matches".  .  .  Bob  Miller,  WLW,  explores  fundamental  purposes  of  contests,  with 
visiting  firemen. 

On  NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  12  noon  EDT,  Sept.  21... Bill  Alford, 
WLW,  gives  the  highlights  from  this  same  World's  Conservation  Exposition  and 
Plowing  Matches. 

USDA  TV  Package  Program,  Round-up  of  latest  news  on  "1958  Soil  Bank 
Program"  made  with  16  photos.    Also  "Credit  for  Farm  Improvement",  a  12  photo 
story  of  ways  farmers  can  use  FHA  credit  facilities. 

Of  Mikes  and  Men 


Henry  Schacht  (KNBC,  San  Francisco)  reports  he's  heading  for  South 
America,  Jan.  9>  with  a  Farm  Bureau  tour.    They  plan  to  visit  Panama,  Peru, 
Chili,  Argentina,  Uraguay,  Brazil,  and  Puerto  Rico.    Henry  will  make  recordings 
along  the  way  for  his  own  shows  and  for  NBC's  Monitor.  .  .  Ron  McCullough,  CFAC, 
Calgary,  Alta,  is  leaving  farm  broadcasting  to  get  a  master's  degree  in  Business 
Administration  at  the  University  of  Western  Ontario.    John  Church  of  Balzac, 
from  U.  of  Alberta,  will  succeed  him  on  CFAC,  Calgary,  Canada.  .  .Jack  Tompkins, 
formerly  ass't  to  Wayne  Liles  at  KWTV,  Okla.  City,  now  is  a  partner  in  the 
Nat'l  Livestock  Commission  Co.  at  Texarkana.    A  native  of  East  Texas,  Jack 
formerly  was  at  KCMC-TV.    Meanwhile,  James  Hedrick,  recent  Texas  A  6:  M  grad, 
erstwhile  ass't  to  Dick  Hickerson,  Ext.  Radio,  and  part  time  helper  to  Murray 
Cox,  WFAA,  Dallas,  has  taken  over  at  KCMC-TV  replacing  John  Shipley,  who  has 
joined  the  faculty  of  Abilene  Christian  College,  Abilene,  Tex.  .  .  On  sick 
list:  NATRFD  sec'y-treas.  Don  Tuttle,  WGY,  Schenectady,  reported  immobilized 
with  Asiatic  flu.  .  .  .Dewey  Compton,  KTRH,  Houston,  who  hurried  home  from  the 
NATRFD  spring  meet  here  in  June  with  a  kidney  ailment,  is  depicted  in  "Chats" 
broadcasting  from  his  hospital  bed.    Congrats  on  your  recovery,  Dewey.  This 
may  be  a  "first".    Lots  of  early-rising  RFDs  have  dreamed  of  being  able  to  do 
their  shows  from  bed,  but  not  from  a  hospital. 


Sincerely, 


Lajjne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  &  Television 


RFD  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 


Radid  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

i     AUG  1-1958  \ 

Dear  Farm  Broadcaster :  C!^f^ 


September  20,  1957 
Letter  No.  787 


From  what  Bob  Miller  and  Bill  Alford  (WLW,  Cincinnati)  and  others  tell  us, 
those  World  Plowing  Contests  at  Peebles,  Ohio,  this  week,  are  making  quite  a 
show.    Secretary  Benson  seemed  impressed  with  the  combined  events  -especially 
the  high  crop  yields,  from  better  soil  management,  at  the  Conservation 
Exposition.    In  his  address  there  Wednesday  he  emphasized  the  significance  of 
such  results  for  our  future.    He  declared  farmers,  and  city  people  too,  now 
have  a  healthier  attitude  toward  our  resources  and  their  proper  use  than  ever 
before . 

Farm- City  Use  of  Soil  and  Water 

In  his  address,  the  Secretary  reported  one  and  three- quarters  million 
farmers  now  cooperating  in  2,770  conservation  districts.    These  are  farmer- 
organized  and  farmer-managed  and  include  90  percent  of  the  farm  land  of  the 
country.    Nearly  a  million  two-hundred- thousand  farmers  operate  soil  and  water 
conserving  plans,  tailored  to  their  individual  farms,  with  the  help  of  SCS. 
These  are  rather  recent.    Just  a  little  over  50  years  ago,  the  American  conserva- 
tion movement  made  its  first  real  stand.    That  was  on  forestry  under  President 
Theodore  Roosevelt  and  Gifford  Pinchot,  first  Forest  Service  chief,    ^ther  d1? 
to  30  years  went  by  before  soil  and  water  got  significant  attention.  The 
Secretary  stressed  that  conservation  is  more  than  terraces  and  flood-control 
dams,  planting  trees  and  grass.    Conservation  is  using  our  resources  to  best 
serve  our  people  both  today  and  tomorrow.    He  said  U.S.  cropland  acreage  hasn  t 
increased  in  nearly  ho  years.    Some  acres  have  been  cleared,  drained,  or 
irrigated,  and  added  to  land  in  cultivation.    Offsetting  acres  have  been  lost, 
to  expanding  cities  and  industries,  airports  and  highways.    Meantime  our 
population  has  increased  about  60  percent  and  is  still  going  up.    Better  crop 
yields,  more  production  per  unit  of  livestock,  and  the  shift  from  horses  and 
mules  to  mechanical  power  have  enabled  our  food  supplies  to  rise  faster  than 
population.    But,  Secretary  Benson  insists,  it  is  crystal  clear  that  future 
use  of  our  soils  and  water  can  never  return  to  the  wastefulness  of  the  past. 
Instead,  it  must  be  improved,  and  made  even  more  productive.    Both  city  and 
farm  folks  share  the  need  for  better  managed  soil  and  water. 

Soil  Bank  Wheat  Acre  Adjustment:    The  deadline  for  winter  wheat  farmers  to  put 
wheat  allotment  land  in  the  '58  Acreage  Reserve  program  of  the  Soil  Bank  is 
Oct.  h.    USDA  announced  today  that  so  far  over  l|  million  acres  of  winter  wheat 
"allotment"  land  have  been  put  in  the  Acreage  Reserve  since  the  signup  began 
Aug.  26.    Through  the  comparable  period  a  year  ago  it  was       million  acres. 
We  enclose  with  this  letter  four  spot  announcements  to  help  remind  winter 
wheat  farmers  that  the  '58  signup  closes  October  k. 


Broadened  Corn  Price  Support 


In  announcing  that  price  supports  will  be  made  available  for  all  '57-crop 
com  in  commercial  areas  as  it  was  last  year,  Secretary  Benson  today  again  warned 
hog  producers  against  expansion  which  could  wreck  their  markets.    He  said,  "I 
sincerely  hope  they  will  consider  their  production  plans  carefully  and  not  run 
their  spring  farrowing  up  to  the  point  where  there  would  be  real  trouble  ahead. 
We  are  announcing  the  broadened  corn  price  support  at  this  time  to  do  everything 
we  can  to  help  stabilize  the  situation,  in  the  interest  of  both  feed  grain  and 
livestock  producers."    The  Secretary  expressed  regret  that  we  must  have  the 
unusual  'non-compliance'  price  support  for  corn  again  this  year.    Record  supplies 
of  feed  grains  are  in  prospect  for  the  1957-58  feeding  year. 

New  Corn  May  Find  New  Outlets 

This  week  USDA  announced  a  new  type  of  corn,  with  an  unusual  kind  of 
starch,  which  may  find  many  new  industrial  outlets.    Chemists  at  the  Depart- 
ment's Northern  Lab  in  Peoria,  111.,  say  the  starch  of  this  dent  corn  can  serve 
as  a  raw  material  for  making  durable  plastics  and  transparent  films  for  which 
ordinary  cornstarch  is  unsuited.    They  are  trying  to  develop  strains  of  this 
corn  with  even  more  of  this  useful  material. 

Record  Broiler  Production  in  '57 

Judging  from  chick  placements  and  egg  setting  during  the  year  ending  in 
mid- September,  USDA  economists  predict  another  record  broiler  production  in  '57« 
They  figure  we  are  likely  to  have  about  6  percent  more  broilers  than  in  '56. 
They  expect  egg  prices  in  the  next  six  months  to  average  above  the  unusual  lows 
of  a  year  ago.    They  say  egg  production  is  reflecting  the  18  percent  cut  this 
year  in  the  number  of  chickens  raised  for  laying  flocks.    They  estimate  we'll 
have  about  5  percent  fewer  layers  on  farms  the  first  of  next  January  than  we 
started  with  this  year. 

Something  New  in  Beans 

Using  the  latest  techniques,  USDA  scientists  have  discovered  a  new 
compound  in  beans.    They  isolated  this  chemical  from  seeds  of  green  beans  and 
kidney  beans.    They  think  they  may  also  find  it  in  other  beans.    They  are  now 
trying  to  discover  just  what  role  it  has  in  the  life  of  the  bean  and  what 
effect  it  has,  if  any,  on  the  quality  of  processed  beans.    They  suspect  the 
compound  may  even  carry  the  key  to  the  sprouting  of  bean  seeds  and  the  growth 
of  the  plants.    These  men  know  their  beans.    Last  year,  they  discovered  in  beans 
one  of  the  chemicals  which  form  the  new  compound. 

British  Farming  Short-Waved  to  US 

Lillian  Lang,  petite  and  personable  U.S.  citizen  once  from  Canada,  has 
become  known  to  RFDs  across  the  country  (mostly  by  correspondence)  for  a  decade 
or  so,  in  connection  with  her  work  with  the  British  Broadcasting  Corp.  in  New 
York.    Recently  Lillisn  became  program  director  of  the  BBC's  New  York  office 
and  this  week  came  here  for  her  first  look  at  the  Agri.  Research  Center  at 
Beltsville.    The  champion  dairy  herd  interested  her  a  great  deal  —  the  sheep 
with  a  window  in  its  stomach  hardly  at  all.    For  many  months  Don  Tuttle,  WGY, 
Schenectady,  and  a  few  other  stations  have  been  using  weekly  taped  material 
about  farming  in  Britain,  short-waved  over  from  England  to  Lillian's  office. 
She'd  like  to  arrange  such  material  for  more  farm  broadcasters  and  plans  to 
offer  some  two  or  three-minute  bits  aimed  at  U.S.  listeners.    Jolly  good,  Lillian. 


More  Colorful  Farm  TV  Programs 
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Dale  Watson,  KARD-TV,  Wichita,  Kans.,  reports  his  12:15  p.m.  program  is 
now  done  in  "Glorious  Living  and  Compatible  Color".    He  claims  his  is  one  of 
the  first  agricultural  programs  to  be  televised  on  a  regular  color  schedule. 
.  .  .  .Farm  Director  Joe  Kelly,  WHBH,  Boston,  Mass.,  called  this  week  to  tell 
us  he  plans  an  all  color  farm  and  home  show  on  Channel  5  beginning  November  1. 
We  are  sending  Joe  listings  of  the  few  color  films  and  slides  we  have  available. 
Best  wishes,  Joe,  for  the  most  colorful  New  England  Thanksgiving  since  the 
Indians  joined  the  Pilgrims  in  the  first  one. 

Fall  Corn  Belt  Pig  Crop  Report 

Yesterday,  USDA's  Crop  Reporting  Board  estimated  the  sows  to  farrow  this 
fall  in  the  10  Corn  Belt  States  which  last  year  accounted  for  72  percent  of 
U.S.  pig  crop.    Farrowings  in  Ohio,  Ind. ,  111.,  Wis.,  Minn.,  Iowa,  Mo.,  S.D. , 
Neb.,  and  Kans.  will  increase  this  fall  k  percent  over  last  fall.    The  increases 
will  range  from  1  percent  in  Mo.  to  12  percent  in  S.D.    During  the  winter 
quarter,  Dec.  '57  through  Feb.  '58,  these  Corn  Belt  pig  raisers  plan  to  have 
about  7  percent  more  sows  farrow  than  a  year  earlier. 

Of  Mikes  and  Men 

Charles  Ross  has  joined  the  WIBW,  Topeka  farm  staff  as  assistant  to  Wilbur 
Levering,  after  the  departure  of  Wes  Seyler  and  Dick  Nichols,  as  we  reported 
two  weeks  ago.    Ross  comes  from  a  nearby  chemical  corporation  and  was  formerly 

a  vo.  ag.  teacher.    Welcome  to  the  ranks,  Charlie  Bob  Buice,  KARK  and 

KARK-TV,  Little  Rock,  has  received  outstanding  recognition  for  service  to  the 
Arkansas  Council  of  Home  Demonstration  Clubs.  ...  Re  our  remarks  about  broad- 
casting farm  programs  from  bed,  John  McDonald,  WSM,  Nashville,  reminds  us  he 
did  many  such  programs  some  five  years  ago  from  his  hospital  bed  and  from  his 
bed  at  home  following  a  highway  mishap  -  -  which  shows  you  can't  keep  a  good 
man  down.1 

Southern  Reg.  Farm  Radio  Workshop 

January  23,  2k  and  25  are  the  dates  —  Memphis  the  place.  Ronnie 
Stephens  (Ga.  Ext.  radio  ed. ),  John  McDonald  (WSM,  Nashville),  NATRFD  Prexy 
Jack  Timmons  (KWKH,  Shreveport),  Dick  Hickerson  (Texas  A  k  M),  Max  Kirkland 
(Rutgers),  Stanley  Andrews  and  Paxton  Marshall  of  the  Nat'l  Proj.  in  Ag. 
Comm.  got  their  heads  together  in  Memphis  the  other  day  and  laid  down  outline 
plans.    This  will  be  the  second  regional  workshop  on  farm  radio  in  the  current 
series.    The  first  was  in  New  York  City  last  April.    If  you  live  between  New 
Mexico  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  this  is  for  you.    Watch  for  further  announcements. 

Meet  on  New  Measure  for  CCC  Grain 

Next  Wed.  Sept.  25  there  will  be  a  meeting  here  in  the  Department  on  the 
proposed  change  from  the  bushel  to  the  hundredweight  measure  for  CCC  grain. 
A  number  of  farm  trade  interests  have  filed  objections  to  the  suggested  shift. 
Those  interests  have  been  specially  invited  to  the  meeting.    All  other  trade 
and  farm  groups  who  have  a  direct  interest  in  the  proposals  are  also  invited. 
CWT  measure  is  figured  by  CCC  to  be  cheaper  and  more  economical  in  handling 
its  stocks.    The  suggested  shift  would  be  limited  to  CCC  programs.    The  change- 
over has  been  discussed  for  a  number  of  years. 

Fourth  National  Power  Use  Workshop  -  REA  invites  you  to  get  current  on  farm  and 
home  electrical  equipment  at  Denver  Sept.  29  and  30  and  Oct.  1.     ARS  and  U.  of 
111.  plan  to  exhibit  their  working  model  of  the  new  automatic  electric  system 
of  grinding,  mixing  and  moving  feed.    That's  just  one  feature  exhibit  at  the 
Power  Use  Workshop.    The  conference  program  is  charged  with  important  speakers. 
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We  Dive  into  the  Nets  Sept,  23-28  with: 

A  big  splash  from  the  National  Watershed  Congress ,  Atlanta,  Georgia,  on  the 
National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  noon  Sat.,  Sept.  28.    Net  sheds  water. 

Bounce  about  a  bit  with  Farm  News  and  Featurettes  on  ABNetwork  at  the  new  time 
or  ll.io  to  11:20  a.m.,  Sat.,  Sept.  2&'.  " 

Claude  Mahoney  will  give  some  of  the  latest  from  USDA  on  his  CBS  Farm  News  at 
9:30  to  9:^5  a.m.  EDT. ,  Sept.  28. 

"The  Agricultural  Engineer"    and  his  contributions  to  farming  will  be  discussed 
by  Walter  Carleton,  Ass't  Director,  Ag.  Engineering  and  Research,  ARS,  with 
Hollis  Seavey  on  the  Clear  Channel  Stations.    This  assures  a  safe  landing  during 
Sept.  28  weekend. 

USDA  TV  Package  Programs  include:     (l)  A  5  minute  film  on  "Farm  Ponds"  and  (2) 
a  still  picture  package  on  Recent  Activities  in  Rural  Development  with  script 
by  Joe  Doherty,  RDP. 

Dubs  Waiting  You  -  We  Wait  Blank  Tape 

11Q9T  "American  Farm  School  and  Trade  Fair  in  Salonika,  Greece"  Ed  Bell,  U.S. 
Ag.  Attache  in  Greece  and  Bruce  Lansdale  made  the  recordings  at  the  Fair 
which  ends  Sunday,  Sept.  22.       Time  2:37 

12Q97  "Consumer  Food  Prices"  -  Sec'y  Benson  comments  on  them  in  recent  news 
conference.    Time  T5l 

13Q97  "The  Farm  Situation"  -  Another  statement  from  Sec'y  Benson  news  conference. 
Time      : 32 

1I+Q97  "Plowing  Matches  Behind  the  Iron  Curtain"    President  of  World  Plowing 

Matches,  in  recording  at  Peebles,  Ohio,  explains  the  situation  which  has 
brought  about  plowing  matches  in  Iron  Curtain  countries.    Time  2:k0 

15Q97  "Outlook  for  Feed  Grains"  -  Jack  Towers  and  Mai  Clough,  AMS,  chat  about 

meaning  of  huge  feed  supplies  to  consumers  and  producers  of  various  types 
of  livestock.    Time    3: 58 

Jones  in  California,  Alexander  at  Salem 

Earl  Jones,  chairman  of  NATRFD  weather  committee,  has  left  KSLM,  Salem, 
Ore.,  to  teach  vo.  ag.  in  Areata,  Calif,  (home  address,  1060  D  St.)  His 
successor  at  KSLM  is  Paul  Alexander.     In  June,  Earl  suffered  a  partial  loss  of 
his  visual  field  which  required  him  to  forfeit  his  Oregon  driver's  license. 
So,  not  being  able  to  afford  a  chauffeur,  he  reluctantly  left  farm  broadcasting. 
He  reports  he's  happy  in  his  return  to  his  former  profession,  has  a  new  Calif, 
driver's  license,  and  likes  his  neighborhood,  though  sorry  to  be  out  of  broad- 
casting.   He's  still  doing  some  work  on  the  weather  committee's  project,  though 
now  far  from  Ontario,  Ore.,  where  he  started  it.    Thanks  for  writing,  Earl. 
Best  of  luck  to  you. 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  &  Television  Service 


RFD  LETTE 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Deportment  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


September  27,  1957 
Letter  No.  788 


At  Athens,  Ga. ,  this  week,  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Benson  reported  on 
the  progress  of  the  Rural  Development  Program.    He  was  speaking  "before  the 
Fourth  Regional  Conference  on  Rural  Development.    He  pointed  out  the  program 
aims  to  widen  the  impact  of  economic  changes  occurring  all  over  the  country  to 
include  areas  that  have  not  yet  "benefitted  from  such  changes.    He  said  that 
the  emphasis  is  on  "balanced  development  which  includes  not  only  "better  farming 
but  also  industry,  education,  job  development,  health,  and  welfare.    He  reported 
that  through  local  initiative  and  enterprise  more  than  60  pilot  or  demonstration 
areas  are  already  organized  in  many  different  parts  of  the  country.    More  than 
1,000  private  citizens  are  serving  voluntarily  on  the  committees  which  guide 
the  programs  in  the  counties  and  trade  areas.    Counties  taking  part  have  reported 
more  than  350  new  development  projects  in  agriculture,  forestry,  industry, 
promotion,  health,  and  vocational  education.    In  one  county  a  new  water  supply 
system  has  "been  built  for  a  small,  isolated  community.    In  another,  new 
manufacturing  facilities  have  provided  off-farm  jobs  for  600  people.    A  heavily- 
forested  county  has  emphasized  new  wood  products  facilities,  etc. 

What  Farm-City  Integration  Means 


Dr.  Sherman  Johnson,  chief  economist  ARS,  on  Wednesday,  interpreted  the 
significance  of  the  growing  together  of  our  farm  and  city  cultures.    At  a  meet- 
ing here  of  the  American  Ag.  Editors  Association,  he  pointed  out  the  need  of 
more  emphasis  on  education  to  meet  our  emerging  farm-city  problems.  Although 
he  admitted  rural  culture  will  persist  for  a  while  in  some  isolated  rural  areas, 
he  reminded  the  editors  that  good  roads,  automobiles,  school  buses,  radio  and 
television,  and  recreational  development  for  urban  people  in  formerly  isolated 
areas  are  rapidly  eliminating  rural  isolation.    He  said  we  are  fast  developing 
a  common  rural-urban  culture  in  this  country.    This  transition  will  involve 
many  "growing  pains".    With  the  fast  growth  in  population,  he  expects  continued 
encroachment  of  urbanization  on  rural  areas.    He  declared,  however,  many  of 
the  conflicts  that  seem  inevitable  stem  from  haphazard  development.    He  concluded 
that  they  can  be  avoided  by  planning  and  guidance  by  capable  local  leadership. 

Diversion  Plan  for  Fall  Potatoes 

USDA  has  announced  a  program  to  help  potato  growers  market  their  '57  fall 
crop.    Under  this  program,  the  Department  will  pay  producers  on  specified 
qualities  and  sizes  of  potatoes  diverted  into  starch,  feed  and  flour.  The 
program  is  designed  to  enable  growers  to  market  their  better  quality  potatoes 
in  normal  food  channels,  by  disposing  of  cullfi  and  low  grades  in  non-food  and 
industrial  uses. 
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Last  Frontiersman  -  First  Conservationist 

Great  conservationist  President,  Theodore  Roosevelt,  whose  100th  anniversary- 
celebration  begins  Oct.  27,  considered  himself  among  the  last  of  the  frontiersmen. 
In  I889,  in  his  "Winning  of  the  West"  he  wrote:     "For  a  number  of  years  I  spent 
most  of  my  time  on  the  frontier,  and  lived  and  worked  like  any  other  frontiers- 
man.   The  wild  country  in  which  we  dwelt  and  across  which  we  wandered  was  in  the 
far  west;  and  there  were  of  course  many  features  in  which  the  life  of  a  cattleman 
of  the  Great  Plains  and  among  the  Rockies  differed  from  that  led  by  a  backwoods- 
man in  the  Alleghany  forest  a  century  before.    Yet  the  points  of  resemblance 
were  far  more  numerous  and  striking.    We  guarded  our  herds  of  branded  cattle  and 
shaggy  horses,  hunted  bear,  bison,  elk,  and  deer,  established  civil  government, 
and  put  down  evil-doers,  white  and  red,  on  the  banks  of  the  Little  Missouri  and 
among  the  wooded,  precipitous  foothills  of  the  Bighorn,  exactly  as  did  the 
pioneers  who  a  hundred  years  previously  built  their  log  cabins  beside  the  Kentucky 
or  in  the  valleys  of  the  Great  Smokies.    The  men  who  have  shared  in  the  fast 
vanishing  frontier  life  of  the  present  feel  a  peculiar  sympathy  with  the  already 
long- vanished  frontier  life  of  the  past." 

RE  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  Next  Feb.  1 

Ted  Roodhof,  WDOS,  Oneonta,  N.Y.,  tells  how  last  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  he 
had  a  chance  to  get  acquainted  with  many  farm  families  in  his  four  county  cover- 
age and  find  out  from  them  what  features  they  especially  liked  and  where  they 
felt  he  could  do  a  stronger  farm  broadcasting  job.    Besides  using  most  of  the  FB 
Day  material  sent  out  nationally,  he  went  a  step  further.    He  invited  their  dairy- 
men and  poultrymen  and  their  families  in  to  visit  the  station,  served  milk  and 
doughnuts  to  those  attending,  and  held  contests  for  dairymen  and  poultrymen. 
He  had  the  dairymen  guessing  the  weight  of  a  day  old  calf,  6  week  vealer,  and  a 
mature  cow.     (Ted  says  it  was  amazing  how  many  good  dairymen  were  off  as  much  as 
hOO  to  500  lbs.  on  the  mature  cow.)    WDOS  put  a  tent  on  the  front  lawn  of  the 
station  to  house  the  animals.    In  the  poultry  division,  Ted  had  a  glass  tank 
filled  with  eggs  and  poultrymen  were  to  guess  the  number  of  eggs.    Winners  were 
given  300  baby  chicks.    The  dairy  winners  won  calves.    Ted  thinks  other  RFD's 
could  also  do  a  good  public  relations  job  with  this  sort  of  program.    Ted  says 
he's  been  with  WDOS  since  I9V7  and  finds  there  are  still  many  things  that  can  be 
done  in  farm  broadcasting  .... 

We  Seek;  We  Learn  -  about  Soil 

USDA's  1957  Yearbook  of  Agriculture  -  on  SOIL  -  has  just  come  to  our  desk. 
It  strikes  us  this  book  may  come  in  handy  for  many  of  us  -  and  that  soon!  Nearly 
twenty  years  ago,  the  Department  got  out  another  yearbook  called  Soils  and  Men. 
Our  scientists  have  found  out  a  lot  about  soils  since  then.    This  book  brings 
the  subject  up-to-date  and  is  largely  devoted  to  management  of  soil.  Editor 
Alfred  Stefferud  tells  us  a  later  yearbook  may  take  up  the  use  and  ownership  of 
land.    The  eight  sections  of  this  present  volume  are  headed:    Principles;  Fertility 
Practices;  Soil  Care;  Moisture;  Systems  -  cropping  systems,  soil  maps,  etc.;  Soil 
Management  in  different  regions  of  the  country;  and  Special  Uses,  such  as  for 
pastures,  on  ranges,  for  home  gardens  and  lawns,  orchards  and  forest  trees,  etc. 
Dr.  Charles  E.  Kellogg,  Ass't  Adm'r  for  Soil  Survey,  leads  off  with  a  sketch  of 
the  development  of  soil  management  and  some  of  its  leaders  down  the  ages.  Sec'y 
Benson  says  in  the  Foreword,  "Not  only  must  we  learn  more  about  the  management  of 
our  soil  and  water;  we  must  encourage  the  wider  dissemination  and  application  of 
the  results  of  soil  management  research."      If  you  want  a  copy  of  this  yearbook, 
write  and  tell  us. 
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Missing,  Presumed  NOT  Lost:  One  TFD 

Order  sheets  for  the  Oct. -thru- Dec.  USDA  TV  package  service  are  coming  in 
fast  this  week,  but  someone  forgot  to  sign  his  name  at  the  bottom  of  the  paper. 
The  "Missing  TFD"  requested  "Better  Cottons"  (Oct.  17)  "Co-op  Turkeys"  (Nov.  Ik), 
and  "Beef  Goes  to  Market"  (Nov.  28).    If  this  is  you,  drop  us  a  card.  Thanks. 

 Texas  RFDs  (there's  21  of  them)  postponed  their  scheduled  annual  meeting 

at  College  Station  this  week  because  of  the  wave  of  Asiatic  flu  

Irv  Duddleson,  KRXK,  Rexburg,  Idaho,  reports  that  in  the  four  months  he  has  been 
with  that  station,  he  has  made  l6k  tape  recorded  and  direct  b' casts  from  points 
outside  the  station,  and  interviewed  kkl  people.  .  .  .Raymond  Nakai,  KCLS, 
Flagstaff,  Ariz.,  recently  received  a  special  award  from  the  National  Federation 
of  Music  Clubs  for  broadcasting  news  and  music  to  Navajos  in  the  Navajo  language. 
Himself  a  Navajo,  Nakai !s  ancestors  were  the  first  farm  and  news  broadcasters. 
They  used  to  do  their  broadcasting  to  neighboring  tribes  by  smoke  signal.  .  .  . 
Richard  Bronson,  mgr.  of  WABI-TV,  Bangor,  Me.,  reports  his  station  passes  on 
their  USDA-TV  packages  to  local  schools  for  classroom  use  when  broadcast  use 

is  completed  Anyone  have  a  recording  of  the  sound  corn  makes  when 

growing?    We  have  a  request  for  same.    Now,  if  it  were  for  the  sound  of  corn 
being  eaten   

'58  Winter  Wheat  Acreage  Sign-Up 

So  far  nearly  2  million  acres  have  been  put  in  the  1958  Winter  Wheat 
Acreage  Reserve  of  the  Soil  Bank.    This  is  less  than  a  third  the  acreage  signed 
in  a  comparable  period  a  year  ago.    The  sign-up  contracts  this  year  are  running 
less  than  half  as  many  acres  per  contract  as  last  year.    Sign-up  will  close 
Oct.  k  -  next  week. 

Meetings  on  Tobacco  Inspection  Projected 

Faced  with  the  inability  to  give  equal  consideration  to  all  requests  for 
Burley  tobacco  inspection,  USDA  announced  today  inspection  will  be  available 
only  in  currently  designated  markets  -  four  new  and  11  old  markets.  Officials 
see  a  need  for  a  complete  review  of  regulations  for  Burley  tobacco  inspection. 
They  plan  preliminary  discussions  with  growers  organizations  and  market  agencies 
here  in  Washington  about  mid-Oct.    Further  meetings  on  the  problem  will  come 
after  close  of  tobacco  sales  in  Jan.  '58. 

States  Match  Federal  Marketing  Funds 

The  October  issue  of  AMS's  "Agricultural  Marketing"  tells  about  122 
projects  now  under  way  in  k2  states,  which  match  Federal  dollars  to  improve 
marketing    services  throughout  the  country.    This  same  number  tells  how  teamwork 
and  planned  marketing  helped  solve  the  Maine  potato  industry  crisis  caused  by 
over-production.    Other  articles  report  on  the  building  of  a  better  market  for 
milk  through  the  special  milk  program;  compare  composite  and  random  fresh  sample 
programs  for  measuring  butterfat;  discuss  the  new  improved  measurement  method 
proposed  for  U.S.  standard  grades  of  canned  tomato  juice;  and  give  results  of 
research  slicing-up  the  marketing  costs  of  chicken. 

1958  Outlook  for  Tobacco 

USDA  economists  today  issued  their  1958  outlook  on  the  tobacco  situation. 
They  pointed  out  that  most  kinds  of  tobacco  will  be  under  marketing  quotas  and 
acreage  allotments  in  '58.    Sec'y  Benson  will  announce  the  '58  quota  for  flue- 
cured  by  Dec.  1,  and  for  other  kinds  of  tobacco  by  Feb.  1.    The  Soil  Bank 
Program  will  be  available  again  to  eligible  growers  in  '58.    Price  supports 
for  most  types  will  be  at  90  percent  of  parity. 


-  h  - 


Nettings  for  Week  Sept,  30-0ct.  5 


Retail  frozen  food  and  dressed  poultry  in  a  direct  report  from  the  Cologne 
(Germany)  Trade  Fair,  arranged  on  the  scene  "by  Quincy  Ewing,  FAS.  Presented  on 
Clear  Channel  Stations  weekend  of  Oct.  5» 

On  ABNetwork  on  Saturday,  Oct.  5:    Farm  News  and  Featurettes 


CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney,  Saturday,  October  5. 

And  NBC  Network  will  have  on  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  Saturday,  Oct.  5, 
the  Cotton  Mechanization  Conference,  from  Shreveport,  La.,  International  Dairy 
Show,  from  Chicago,  and  results  from  the  Waterloo  Dairy  Cattle  Congress. 

The  two  USDA  TV  Package  programs  this  coming  week  are  "Growing  Shelterbelt 
Trees"  in  still  photos  and  "Dial  Direct",  the  story  of  BEA's  new  exchange-less 
telephone  system.    Each  phone  is  its  own  private  exchange. 


For  You  -  Send  Tape  -  We  Dub 

16Q97    "National  Power  Use  Workshop"  which  opens  in  Denver,  Sept.  29.    Jack  Towers 
interviews  REA  Adm'r  David  Hamil  on  aims  of  meeting.    Time:  2:05 

12A97    "Insect  Identification"  Wm.  H.  Anderson,  ARS,  explains  this  service  and 
how  it  helps  farmers.  Time:  2:00 

17Q97    "The  Pig  Crop"  Sec'y  Benson  gives  his  reaction  to  report  that  farmers  are 
planning  bigger  pig  crops  this  fall  and  next  year.       Time:  1:00 

18Q97    "Drop  in  CCC  Inventory"  Sec'y  Benson  comments  on  big  drop  in  the  inven- 
tory of  CCC  during  the  past  year.  Time:  1:12 

13A97    "Agriculture  Around  the  World"  Layne  Beaty  chats  with  Dr.  B.  R.  Sen, 

dir-gen'l  of  the  Food  and  Agricultural  Organization.    About  FA0  work  and 
what  people  in  other  countries  think  of  surplus  situation  in  U.  S. 

Time :    if:  30 

A  Memo  from  the  Desk  of  Don  Nelson,  EXT  R&TV,  U.  of  Conn.,  asks  us  to  remind  any 
of  you  who  want  coverage  on  the  National  Association  of  County  Agricultural 
Agents'  convention  at  Boston,  to  get  your  blank  tapes  to  him  by  Oct.  10. 


Bill's  Green  Thumb  Should  be  on  Color  TV.    Other  Stations  may  have  their  green- 
rooms, but  Bill  Bennett,  (WCAU-TV,  Phila. )  tells  us  his  station  has  a  newly  com- 
pleted outdoor  functional  greenhouse,  llxl^  ft.,  which  his  home  grounds  and  flower 
boys  are  using  for  their  shows.    Bill  also  reports  his  6:30  to  7  a.m.  "Farm 
Reporter"  started  also  on  WDAU  in  Scranton  this  week.    Bill  says  that  means  he 
now  covers  ^0  counties  by  WCAU  and  15  more  counties  by  WDAU. 

EIVED  sincerely>  ^ 

f      OCT  2- 1958     }  C^t^V f  ^ 

'       /  Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

P.S.    A  spceial  (1  min;3^  sec)  statement  by  Secretary  Benson  recorded  today  is 
being  rushed  to  you  fellows  in  the  winter  wheat  area.    He  plugs  the  winter  wheat 
acreage  reserve  program  and  final  sign-up  date       Oct.  k. 


